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ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO DODE-OO PM-04 L-03 NSC-05 
ERDA-07 SS-15 /052 W 

180322Z 042305/20 

R 171340Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
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INFO AMEMBASY BUENOS AIRES 
SECSTATE WASHDC 4837 

UNCLAS SANTIAGO 04043 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 

TAGS: TSPA, Cl, US 

SUB J : CHILEAN LANDSAT STATION 

1 . ACCORDING TO MAY 16 EDITION OF "EL MERCURIO" THE CHILEAN 
NATIONAL PLANNING OFFICE (ODEPLAN) DECIDED TO POSTPONE PARTICI- 
PATION IN THE LANDSAT PROGRAM. HIGH COSTS, LIMITED UTILITY OF 
THE PRODUCT LOCALLLY, AND RISK OF EQUIPMENT BECOMING QUICKLLY 
OBSOLETE WERE THE REASONS CITED FOR POSTPONING THE PROJECT. 

2. NASA STATION AT PELDEHUE REPORT THAT UNIVERSITY OF CHILE STILL 
ANXIOUS TO PARTICIPATE IN PROJECT AND SEEKING WAYS OF FINANCING 
COSTS FROM OWN BUDGET AND WITH HELP OF OTHER POTENTIAL USERS. 

TALKS BETWEENNASA AND THE UNIVERSITY OF CHILE ARE CONTINUING; 
MEANWHILE, NASA IS ATTEMPTING TO DEVELOP A LESS-COSTLY PACKAGE WHICH 
MAY BE MORE ATTRACTIVE TO ODEPLAN AT A FUTURE DATE. 

3. POSTPONEMENT OF THE LANDSAT PROGRAM IS CONSISTENT WITH OTHER 
BELT TIGHTENING MEASURES (PERSONNEL CUTS, ABOLISHMENT OF PROGRAMS 
WHICH PROVE TOO MARGINALLY USEFUL, ETC.) BEGIN TAKEN BY THE 
CHILEAN GOVERNMENT. 
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